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Remarks

Claims 1, 5, 7 and 10 are amended. Claim 4 is canceled.

Claims 1-3, 5-10 and 21-27 will be pending upon entry of this

amendment

.

Applicants acknowledge the allowability of claims 22-27 if

claim 22 is amended to overcome the §112 rejection* Applicants

have amended claim 22 to overcome the rejection and submit

The undersigned thanks the Examiner for opportunity to

discuss the application during the interview on February 24,

2006. During the interview, the Examiner acknowledged that the

amendment to claim 1 made herein is patentable and allowable

over the references of record. That is, the Examiner

acknowledged that adding the subject matter recited in claim 4

to claim 1 (not including the subject matter of intervening

claims 2 and 3) would not require a new search and would make

claim 1 patentable over the references of record* In view of

the Examiner's acknowledgement and the remarks set forth below,

the undersigned hereby requests that the amendment be entered

and submits claim 1 to be allowable.

Response to Rejection of Claims under 35 USC §112

In response to the rejections of claims 1-10 and 21-27 for

being indefinite, applicants have removed the language "such

that the detection plane of the detection device has a vertical

reach". Thus, claims 1-10 and 21-27 are submitted as being in

compliance with 35 USC §112, second paragraph.

In response to the rejection of claims 1 and 22 for failing

to provide antecedent basis for the term "the upper surface",

applicants have replaced the term "the upper surface" with the

term "the table top". The term "the table top" has sufficient

antecedent basis in both claims. The substitution of the term
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•'the table top" for the term "the upper surface" does not

materially affect the scope of the claims as the table top is

essentially the upper surface of the table.

Applicants acknowledge the allowability of claims 22-27 if

claim 22 is amended to overcome the §112 rejection. As such,

applicants submit amended claim 22 and claims 23-27 to be

patentable over the references of record.

Response to the Rejection of Claims under 35 USC §103

Claim 1

As amended, claim 1 is directed to a truss fabrication

system that comprises, among other things, detection device

mounted on a gantry for detecting obstructions in the path of

the gantry. The detection device has portions which are spaced

apart vertically thereby defining a vertical detection plane.

The detection device comprises: 1) a detection plate defining

the vertical detection plane thereon; 2) a linkage supporting

the plate on the gantry for substantially linear movement

relative to the gantry upon contacting an obstruction; and 3) a

switch adapted to shut off the motor upon linear movement of the

detection plate relative to the gantry.

As discussed during the interview with the Examiner, claim

1 is amended to incorporate the subject matter of claim 4, not

including the subject matter of intervening claims 2 and 3* As

acknowledged by the Examiner during the interview, none of the

references of record show or suggest all of the elements recited

in claim 1. Moreover, as also acknowledged by the Examiner

during the interview, adding the subject matter of claim 4 to

claim 1 does not require any additional searching, and therefore,
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claim. 1 as amended can be properly entered. Thus, applicants

submit claim 1 to be patentable over the references of record.

Claims 2, 3, 5-10 and 21 depend either directly or

indirectly from claim 1 and are submitted to be patentable over

the references of record for at least the same reasons as claim

1.
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Conclusion

In view of the foregoing, favorable consideration and

allowance of claims 1-3, 5-10 and 21-27 is respectfully

requested.

Respectfully submitted,

33,716Kurt r. James,
SENNIGER POWERS
One Metropolitan Square, 16th
St. Louis, Missouri 63102
(314) 231-5400

Floor

KFJ: JHC/cak
Via Facsimile 571-273-8300

11

PAGE 12/12 * RCVD AT 2/24/2006 4:19:36 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-3/8 * DNISOTOO * CSID:3142314342 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-16


